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Greetings Church Family,
Have you ever really thought about Halloween? Growing up in Portales, I always looked forward to Halloween. I
could not wait to dress up as something cool. One year I went as an Army Soldier, one year a vampire, and at a
seminary Halloween party a member of the KGB. (I went around the whole evening interrogating fellow classmates
with my Ushanka and a terrible Russian accent.) But, being raised where I was, there was a strong dislike of
Halloween. My friends in other more fundamentalist style traditions saw the holiday as a celebration of the occult
at its worst, and as paganism at best. Frankly, for most of my childhood, I thought it was nothing more than a fun
way to play pretend, dress up, and get free candy.
However, when I became an adult I started to look a little deeper into this “fun” holiday and the claims made by
my friends who were members of the more conservative faith traditions. Could Halloween be a ruse to get
unsuspecting people to worship darkness? Could it be a gateway to something like paganism? My answers though
conversations kept discovering a divide in the thoughts regarding this holiday, and it wasn’t until my rst Church
History class in Seminary that I came to a full understanding of the history and theology at play. The week
preceding Halloween, Dr. Amy Oden, entered into class and invited us to dress up and come to class to celebrate
this Christian holiday. I was confused and asked the question to which she responded: Halloween is a Christian
holiday preceding All Saints Day. She further explained that it served as a way for a believer to mock the darkness
because on All Saints Day we celebrate that those saints who have gone on before us and walk with us in and
through the darkest portion of the year until it seems that the darkness wins—but, behold then we celebrate the
coming of the Christ child at Christmas. This is when light is restored and the days begin to get a little lighter.
John Mirk, a Catholic priest at the turn of the 15th century writes in his work called the Festial explains how this
holiday came about. It was Pope Boniface IV who converted the Roman Pantheon into a Christian church
dedicating it to the saints and martyrs of the 7th century. This celebration day was known as All Saints Day. Thus the
medieval perspective of Halloween is a celebration of Christian triumph over paganism, versus the opposite, as
noted in Dr. Beth Allison Barr’s blog (History Professor at Baylor University). As we celebrate this holiday, we are
de nitely participating in a celebration with deep historical roots. From the building of bon res, decorating of
skeletons, and dressing up, we are celebrating those saints who have gone on before us to walk with us as the
darkness tries to encompass our lives.
Here we get to the meat of the holiday. All Hallows Eve (Halloween) is just the preparatory holiday that leads us to
All Saints Day. All Saints Day is the moment we as Christians remember and celebrate those dear to us who have
passed away in the last year. We further acknowledge all of those faithful in our lives, as well as all those
individuals who served Christ faithfully. In remembering our saints it is important to remember that they were
human just like you and me.
My favorite saint, Saint Nicholas (the patron saint of children, sailors, and prostitutes), is known for many things
including his temper. Nicholas, a bishop of the early church, was called to Nicaea as the rst ecumenical council
was convened by Roman Emperor Constantine. Legend has it that as debates regarding theology regarding Christ
ensued, Nicholas slapped a man named Arius in the face. Nicholas was imprisoned and legend has it that as he
worshipped Christ in the dungeons that night, Christ and the Virgin Mary freed him from his chains and restored his
vestments (priestly robes) to him. Nicholas was restored as Bishop and the controversy being argued ended with the
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~To be continued on next page

(Continued from page 1….)
declaration that Christ Jesus was fully God and fully human, something that stood in the face of Arianism. (the
belief that Jesus was the Son of God but separate and not eternal like God the Father.)
In case you can’t tell, I love history, and could talk about it for hours. The point I would like to end with is this,
on All Saints Day we remember all of those individuals who came before us in the Christian faith made a
difference to you and me. They wrestled, argued, prayed, studied, and in some cases slapped forward the
Christian faith and church. I wholeheartedly believe that we wouldn’t be here today if it weren’t for the saints
that Christ put in our lives as well as those of the entire Christian narrative.
Today I want you to remember the saints in your lives. I want you to remember the way they loved you, the way
they taught you, and the impact they made on your lives. In turn, I encourage you to be a saint for someone
else. I do not encourage you to slap someone but to invite them to be a part of the Christian faith, to stand
alongside them, to cheer them on, to work alongside and to push forward our faith in Christ in our community,
in our lives, and in our church; not by words but by actions of love.
Happy Halloween & All Saints Day, Pastor Dustin

Health Concerns

Ongoing Concerns—God knows..

• Dennis Kirkpatrick

The Salazar Family

• Warren Heffron

Mathew and Cathy Loveday

• Curt Mueller

Virginia Mueller

• Lisa Gunderson
• Jeanne Mouchet and son Luc
• Toccoa Wolf & her baby boy
• Patricia Dresner
• Sheri Armendariz
• Rob Sharpe
• Jason (friend of Gennes and Flints)
• Linda Lederer
• Rachel Salazar
• Min McKenna
• Roland Wildman
• Martin Reeves

You’re invited!!
Christ United Methodist Church

Trunk-or-Treat
Sunday, October 30, 2022
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
505-255-1669 for more info

6200 Gibson SE, ABQ, NM
East Parking Lot

Safe Trick-or-Treating and Games for children of
all ages! Put on your costume and join the fun!

We have sign-up sheets in the Narthex for you to let us know you are
going to participate with your car or truck. If you can’t bring your
vehicle, we would welcome your donations of candy to pass out that
afternoon. For questions, see Ellen Genne, Danielle Crouch, or
Michelle Mason.
Set-up at 2:00 pm NEXT SUNDAY!! Come join us and meet our
neighbors.

CELEBRATION CLOSET

In anticipation of our clothing giveaway, we’ll have a SORTING DAY from 9:00 am to
noon on Saturday, October 29. Any time you can spare on that day will be a huge help,
and will make next Saturday go much smoother for our giveaway day.
We’ll be holding our big Fall Give-away of clothes on Saturday, November 5 from 9:00
am to noon in Fellowship Hall.
Because we have guests who will shop for gifts, we’ll also have a selection of children’s
books to offer.
Volunteers will be needed to set up racks and tables at 8:00 am, to tear down and put
away at noon, and volunteers to serve our guests. We’ll shut down promptly at noon —
and get things put away as soon as we can.
WE NEED YOUR HELP for this much-needed and much-appreciated outreach to our
neighbors. We expect a good turnout of guests as we are advertising the event at Food
Pantry and at Trunk or Treat. If you have any questions, see Ruth Tribou or Susan Ideus

MEALS FOR INTERFAITH BIBLE CENTER
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As some of you know, CUMC provides a meal once a month to Interfaith Bible Center.
Pastor Joanne cooks and serves between 100-125 people a day Monday - Thursday. She gets
some food donations from local merchants and stores, but most of the cooking she does.
We need ve cooks from our church each month to help with our meal to take to them.
Many of you have been cooking and helping for almost two years now, and it is so very
much appreciated. Many who aren't able to cook have bought paper goods, aluminum
pans, plastic forks, etc. Many of you have given me money to purchase these things. But I
need help!! If anyone would like to help with this project , but aren't sure how, please talk
to me. I could use more cooks. We do not serve the food, we deliver it to them ONCE a
month. It is a very needed outreach and Pastor Joanne is so grateful for our church's help.
Any questions about what we need, or to volunteer to cook, please see Susan Davies.
(505-238-3357) You all are a blessing. Thank you for your help and prayers.

M & M’s will be serving coffee and hot
chocolate this year for the Veterans’ Parade
on November 11. This is the rst time since
Covid that we’ve been able to do this, so
we’re excited for the event! We’ll need
volunteers for set-up, to serve the drinks, and for clean-up.
If you can help, please call Ann Sharpe.

WOMEN”S MINISTRY
• SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER collection
• See announcement about school supplies
• Collection of towels for Interfaith continues
• Just FYI — our Christmas Party is scheduled for FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 at St. John’s UMC

• Watch here for info on our next meeting.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

Women’s Ministry and Project Hope are sponsoring a late School Supply Drive, so
we’ll be able to take advantage when stores put everything on sale
which should be soon. Stretch those $$$$!
Wilson MS has a few speci c needs:
Sturdy backpacks
Graph paper
Colored Markers
Colored pencils Pencils

1 inch binders

Elementary teachers can use:
Crayons
Wide ruled paper
Colored Markers
Scissors
Rulers
Erasers Glue & Glue sticks
Pocket folders
Kleenex
Disinfectant Wipes

Pens

Pencils

General supplies for school:
Ruled paper
Pens
Pencils
Small binders
Pocket Folders Colored markers &
colored pencils
Composition books Spiral notebooks
Highlighters
Notebook dividers
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These supplies will be taken directly to the schools (Emerson, Whittier, Van Buren, Wilson) for their
resource rooms, where teachers have access to them. We all know that back-to-school supplies on
Day 1 of school won’t last inde nitely, but there will be no more big give-aways for those who need
help later on. All contributions will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance!

UPCOMING CUMC CELEBRATIONS

October
Bobbie Felty
Wanda Heffron
Jeanne Mouchet
Rosalie Heffron
Grant Wilds
Roci Herrera

Christ United Methodist Church
6200 Gibson Blve SE
Albuquerque, NM 87108
505-255-1669 Of ce
ChristChurchABQ@mycumc.org
https://mycumc.org Website
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